XI.

STATE OPERATED PROGRAMS
1. SEA PROVISION OF DIRECT SERVICES

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education provides free
gppropriate public education services for students with disabilities through three State
Board of Education Operated Programs. Schoal for the Deaf, School for the Blind, and
the State Schools for Severely Handicapped.

It isthe policy of the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
that the requirements of Part B of the IDEA are implemented by the State Board of
Education Operated Programs responsible for the education of students with
disabilities. Each State Board Operated Program is required to submit a Compliance
Plan that specifies the palicies and procedures necessary to meet the requirements of
IDEA.

The DESE ensures that each educationd program for children with disabilities
administered by the State Board of Educeation is under the generd supervison of the
Divison of Speciad Education, Department of Elementary and Secondary Education,
and that their programs meet the standards of the SEA.

The DESE ensures that funds provided under Part B to support SEA direct services are
used in accordance with Regulation 1X.5. of this State Plan, with the exception of those
policies related to excess cost.

2. STATE SCHOOLSFOR SEVERELY HANDICAPPED

Regulations for Sarvices

The State Schools for Severely Handicapped, a system of day school servicesin
separate school settings, were established by state law to serve those students with
severe disahilities referred to the State Board of Education by local school digtricts
which do not operate such programs themselves and which are not a part of specid
school digtricts. The State Schools for Severdly Handicapped are a component of
Missouri’ s continuum of placement options under federa regulations implementing
PL 94-142, as amended by PL 101-476 the Individuas with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA). The placement options include service in the locd state school, an
approved private agency, or homebound in the case of students with serious hedlth
impairment. If the evaluaion information and the Individuaized Education Program
(IEP) compiled by the locdl district supports separate school placement asthe
student's least redtrictive educationa environment, the local education agency may
seek determination of student digibility for services. The following procedura
information is provided to assst school didtrictsin accessing services from the State
Schools for Severely Handicapped.

A. Ddfinition and Criteria
1) Studentswith severe disabilities are those students who generdly have

sgnificant cognitive deficits as evidenced by one of the two methods
described below:
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The student obtains scores falling four or more stlandard deviations below the
mean on standardized measures of cognitive ability and shows commensurate
deficitsin at least two areas of adaptive functioning.

OR

The student is not able to respond to any standardized measure of cognitive
ability due to a combination of sensory and/or motor impairments, but
diagnodtic information indicates sgnificant deficitsin intellectud and

adaptive behavior kills, and the student requires pervasive supports across dl
life aress, as defined by the American Association for Mental Retardation
(AAMR) classification system.

This identification shdl result from comprehengve evaduation thet is
consstent with the procedures in Regulation 111.3., Procedures for Evaluation
and Determination of Eligibility.

2) The presence of Sgnificant cognitive deficits may permeste a student’s
educationd condition so as to render him/her severely disabled. A student
with severe or multiple disabilities would evidence the presence of sgnificant
cognitive deficits dong with one or more of the other educationdly disabling
conditions.

Students who educationaly benefit from specia education and related
services that can be provided by loca educationa agencies are not considered
eligible for services through the State Schools for Severdly Handicagpped. In
generd, sudents with disabilities such as cognitive deficits faling two to

three standard deviations below the mean, Speech or Language Impairments,
Hearing Impaired/Dedf, Visudly Impaired/Blind, Learning Disabilities,
Emotiona Disturbance, Other Hedlth Impaired, Traumatic Brain Injury, or
Orthopedically Impaired can receive an appropriate education when served by
local educationa agencies.

A student with a severe disability may enroll in the State Schools for Severdly
Handicapped upon ataining the age of five (5) years. Students reaching the
age of five (5) years during the summer months can enrall for thefirst day of
the next regular school term. Students may be enrolled in the State Schools
for Severely Handicapped until the close of the school term during which their
twenty-first (21st) birthday occurs.

B. Referrd Procedures
In order to assure compliance with gpplicable sate and federd laws and
regulations governing identification, evauation, | EP development, and

educationa placement procedures for sudents who may be enrolled in the State
Schools for Severely Handicapped, the following procedures have been adopted
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by the State Board of Education. The loca school didtrict is encouraged to
request a professond employee of State Schools for Severely Handicapped to
participate in this process. Such requests for participation shall be honored when
made during the school term and when schedules permit.

1) All sudentsidentified as potentidly in need of specia education services
shdl be enrolled in and served by theloca school didtrict pending the
determination of such need. This includes students whose performance
indicates possible functioning within the range of severe to profound Menta
Retardation.

2) Theloca schoal digrict in which the student resides shal complete a
comprehensive evduation which is current within three (3) years. Additiona
evauations may be required as determined necessary for individua students.
The evauation information must be obtained in accordance with Regulation
[11.3., Procedures for Evauation and Determination of Eligibility. Additiond
educationa records or other pertinent information may be required by the
State Schools for Severely Handicapped to clarify the student's educational
needs.

3) Following compilation of evauation information, the locd digtrict where the
student resides is respongible for formulation of an IEP for the current school
term in accordance with the requirements of Regulation 1V.2., Individudized
Education Programs. The digtrict must consider dl service options, including
service through a separate school placement, to determine whichis
appropriate to meet the student's educationa needs.

4) If the IEP committee is consdering separate school as a placement option for
the student, they must document the justification for such placement in
writing. This documentation must include that the didtrict has:

a) conddered educating the child inthe LEA;

b) identified supplementary aids and services that would be needed to
educate the child inthe LEA; and,

c) aticulated why the LEA cannot serve the child in the LEA in a placement
that would benefit the child.

5) When the |EP indicates the sudent isin need of serviceswhich the locd
digtrict is unable to provide and which may be provided by the State Schools
for Severely Handicapped, the loca school digtrict may forward the
evauation report, current |EP, and judtification for separate school placement
to the State Schools for Severdy Handicapped for digibility review. The
preceding |EPs, if applicable, and related educationd records and other
pertinent information for al services provided by thelocal digrict shdl dso
be forwarded. Additional information may be requested on an individua
sudent basis. Following aprofessond review of thisinformation, the didrict
shdl be notified whether or not the student is eligible for services through the
State Schools for Severdly Handicapped. Such notice shall specify the
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placement site should the student be referred. The State Schoolsfor Severdly
Handicapped decison on such digibility is not gppedable.

6) Should the didtrict be notified that the student is eligible for the State Schools
for Severely Handicapped, the district may refer the student. Notice of such
decison to refer shal be given to the parents by the schoal didtrict in
accordance with the law including an explanation of their right to apped the
action to theloca board of education. The didtrict shal submit the Referra
only after the parents have been offered dl rights avallable to them in rdation
to Regulation V, Procedural Safeguards. If the |EP at time of request does not
reflect atotal of 1800 minutes of service per week, the district must reconvene
the | EP team before submitting the referral so asto ensure an |EP team
decision on actual minutes needed to provide FAPE.

7) Upon receipt of the Referral, enrollment papers will be mailed to the parent by
the State Schools for Severely Handicapped.

8) Within thirty (30) daysfollowing initid enrollment of the sudent in the State
Schools for Severely Handicapped, an I1EP/placement review conference shdll
be held. The purpose of this review isto confirm the appropriateness of
continued placement in the State Schools for Severdy Handicapped as the
least redtrictive environment to provide a free gppropriate public education for
the student. The student's teacher, other appropriate professiona personnel
from the school, a representative of the referring digtrict, and the student's
parent shal be invited to participate in thisreview. The parents shdl be
informed of their right to apped, in accordance with the procedures provided
in Regulation V, Procedura Safeguards, any change in placement decision
made as aresult of thisreview.

When aclear decision cannot be made for digibility for services through the
State Schools for Severely Handicapped, the district will be notified that an
interim |EP will be required for theinitid placement. ThisIEP shdl be
developed in accordance with the provisions of Regulation IV.2.,
Individuaized Education Programs. The interim |EP may be extended
beyond thirty (30) daysif circumstances warrant.

9) IEP teamswill be convened annualy or more frequently, if needed, to review
and/or rewrite, if gppropriate, the IEPs for al students enrolled in the State
Schoolsfor Severely Handicapped. These conferences will be conducted in
accordance with provisons of Regulation IV.2., Individualized Education
Programs, and Regulation 1V.3., Least Redtrictive Environment.

10) At any timethe IEP team may determine, based on generd functioning level
and progress shown, that the student's least redtrictive environment for
educationd placement isthelocd didrict. In such instances, the |IEP team
reviews the |EP, existing data, and education record to determine the plan
through which the student will be trangtioned to the loca school district for
services.
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C. Reavduation

1) Atleast once every three (3) years, thelocd didtrict shdl conduct a
reeval uation. Reevauation shall be conducted in accordance with Regulation
111.3., Procedures for Evauation and Determination of Eligibility.

2) Resllts of the reevauation shdl be submitted to the State Schools for
Severely Handicapped for review. Additiond data may be requested by the
State Schools for Severely Handicapped to clarify the student's educationa
needs.

D. Trandfer of Students
1) Trandfer within the State Schools for Severely Handicapped System

A student who is enrolled in a State School for Severely Handicapped and
moves from one schoal digtrict to another may transfer enrollment
immediately on the basis of the judtification for separate school placement,
current |EP and evauation report. Thisis consgdered an interim placemernt,
not to exceed thirty (30) days, during which the new loca didrict follows the
transfer procedures provided within Regulation 111.3., Procedures for
Evduation and Determination of Eligibility, to confirm concurrence with
placement in the State Schools for Severdly Handicapped asthe least
restrictive educationa environment for the sudent. If thisreview resultsin
determination that the State Schools for Severely Handicapped is the least
redirictive environment, the digtrict will compile and submit to the State
Schools the Agreement for Continued Placement under the exigting 1EP.

2) Trander of Students with Severe Disabilities from aMissouri School Didtrict,
a Specid Schoal Digtrict, or an Out-of- State Program

A thirty (30) day interim placement in the State Schools for Severely

Handicapped may be available for sudents with severe disabilities who are

changing school digtricts due to achange in resdence. These students must

have been receiving services in their locd didtrict; through cooperdtive

arrangement by their home digtrict with another school didtrict; in aspecid

schoal didrict; or in an out- of-state program for students with severe

disshilities.

To qudify for thisinterim placement, the following criteriamust be met:

a) Thecurrent IEP and evauation report are adopted by the new school
digtrict pursuant to transfer procedures provided within Regulaion V.3,
Least Redtrictive Environment.

b) The new digtrict submits a copy of the student’s current |EP and
evauation report to the State Schools for Severely Handicapped with a
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letter acknowledging adoption of the documents. In addition, the digtrict
requests that the sudent be served in athirty (30) day interim placement
while district staff and parents congder the leadt redtrictive educetiona

environment for the youngdter.
c) The State Schools for Severely Handicapped will issue

aletter of interim

placement assgnment if the information submitted is viewed as

Substantiating the request.

d) Enrollment paperwork must be completed at the onset of the thirty (30)

day interim placement period.

€) During the thirty (30) day interim placement, the loca digtrict shdl follow
the referral procedures to seek digibility determination in accordance with

B 1-6 above.

f) Upon receipt of the Referra, the State Schools for Severely Handicapped
will issue anotice of action to the didtrict and parents confirming

continued placement in the State Schooal.

If the State Schools for Severely Handicapped is not confirmed as the
Student's least restrictive educationa environment, the local didtrict is notified
of this decision and becomes responsible for providing the required specid
education and related services in accordance with Regulation V, Procedura
Safeguards, and Regulation 1V.2., Individualized Education Programs.

3. MISSOURI SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND MISSOURI
DEAF

Guiddinesfor Referrd

SCHOOL FOR THE

The Missouri School for the Blind and Missouri School for the Deaf are established by
date law to serve those students referred to the State Board of Education by local
school digtricts who may require such services to receive a free appropriate public
education. The following procedurd information is supplied to assst school digtrictsin
accessing sarvices from the Missouri School for the Deaf and Missouri School for the

Blind.
A. Initid Referral Procedures

In order to assure compliance with applicable state and federa

laws and regulations

governing identification, evauation, |EP development, and educationa placement
procedures for students who may be enrolled in ether the Missouri Schoal for the
Desf or Missouri School for the Blind program, the following procedures have been

adopted by the State Board of Education.

1) All studentsidentified as potentidly in need of services from the State Board

operated programs shdl be enrolled in locad school didrict

programming

pending the determination of such need. Thisincludes stuc

ents under

condderation for referral and enrollment in the Missouri Schoaol for the Deaf or

Missouri School for the Blind.
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2) Thelocd schoal digrict in which the student resdes shal obtain
comprehengve and gppropriate evauation information, current within three (3)
years. More recent evauations may be requested as may be determined
necessary for individual sudents. The evauation information must be
compiled in accordance with Regulation 111.3., Procedures for Evauation and
Determination of Eligibility, and would indlude dl pertinent medicd,
psychological, and educationa eva uations, measures of adaptive behavior, and
other such data as may be acceptable.

3) Following compilation of the comprehensive evauation information, the locdl
school digtrict where the student resides is responsible for formulation of an IEP
for the current school term in accordance with the requirements of Regulation
IV.2., Individualized Education Programs. Theloca school didtrict may wish
to invite a professona employee of the Missouri School for the Desf or
Missouri Schoal for the Blind program to participate in the loca didtrict
gaffing. Such requests shdl be honored when made during the school term and
when schedules permit.

4) When the IEP indicates the student isin need of services of a separate school
placement, which the loca didtrict is unable to provide and which may be
provided by the Missouri Schoal for the Deaf or Missouri School for the Blind,
the loca schooal digtrict may forward the evauation report and the IEP to the
superintendent of the respective school. Following a professond review and
evauation of the evaluation report and IEP, the didrict shal be notified whether
the student is eigible for referra to the Missouri School for the Deef or
Missouri School for the Blind. The digibility determination is not gppedable
and isaunilateral determination made by Missouri School for the Deef or
Missouri School for the Blind, respectively.

5) If thedidrict is notified that the sudent is eigible for referra to the Missouri
School for the Desf or Missouri School for the Blind and if the didtrict is unable
to otherwise provide specia education services and elects not to contract
directly with an approved, private agency to provide such services, it may refer
the student to the state operated program for educationa services, using a Letter
of Referrd. Notice of such decision to refer shdl be given to the parent in
accordance with the law including an explanation of their right to apped the
action to the loca board of education. The digtrict shal submit the Letter of
Referra only after the parent has been offered dl rights available to themin
relation to Regulation V, Procedura Safeguards.

6) Upon receipt of the Letter of Referra, a Letter of Notification will be mailed to
the parent with a copy to the referring school district. The Letter of Notification
shdl inform the parent of the acceptance by the state school of the student for
implementation of the separate school placement and inform them of their
rights to apped the separate school placement decision in accordance with
Regulation V, Procedurd Safeguards by initiating a due process hearing againgt
the home didrict. Thisletter shal dso natify the parent that within thirty (30)
days of theinitid placement, areview of the IEP will be conducted and the
parent will be invited and encouraged to participate during that review.

7) Within thirty (30) days following enrollment, an |EP meeting shdl be held.

The purpose of this meeting isfor areview to confirm the digibility and
appropriateness of the student's continued enrollment in the Missouri School for
the Deaf or Missouri School for the Blind and to make necessary revisonsin
the student's IEP. The student's teacher, other appropriate professiona
personnel from the school, a representative of the referring digtrict, and the
sudent's parents shdl beinvited to participate in this IEP review. The parents
shal be informed of their right to gpped, in accordance with the procedures
provided in Regulation V.6. of the Plan, any decison made as aresult of this
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review by initiating a due process hearing againg the state schoal. If the IEP
team meeting results in a determination that the sudent isindigible for services
a Missouri School for the Blind, the home digtrict will be notified and will need
to locate another entity to implement the IEP or revise the IEP if appropriate,
pursuant to proper |EP meeting procedures.

8) Insomeingtances, it may subsequently appesar, either at the thirty (30) day
review or during subsequent enrollment, based on generd functioning level and
progress shown, that the student can be better served by the loca digtrict
dthough the referrd was previoudy made and accepted. In such instances, the
|EP team will be invited to review the IEP, existing data, and the educationd
record. Such review may serve asthe bass for returning the student to his’her
local school digtrict for services.

9) Andigible sudent for the Missouri Schoal for the Deaf or the Missouri School
for the Blind may enrall a the beginning of the school term if he/she has
attained the age of five (5) years on or before September 30 of that year. If the
student attains the age of five (5) years after September 30 of that year, he/she
may be enrolled on hisher birthday.

10) A student may be enrolled in the Missouri School for the Deaf or the Missouri
Schooal for the Blind until the close of the school term during which hisher 21t
birthday occurs.

B. Subseguent Referral Procedures

The following procedures have been adopted by the State Board of Education for
annud enrollment.

1) Missouri School for the Deaf or Missouri School for the Blind shall mal a
copy of the Letter of Referra to the referring ditrict on an annual basis.

2) Personnd from the referring didtrict shdl be invited to review the educationd
progress displayed by the student during the proceeding school term and
participate in the development of the student's IEP.

3) If thereferring didrict determines a continuing need for services from the
Missouri School for the Deaf or Missouri School for the Blind, as documented
in the student's | EP, the superintendent of the ditrict shall amend any
identifying information concerning the student or parent, asis necessary, Sign
the referrd form, and submit the referrd to the Missouri School for the Deef
or Missouri School for the Blind.

4) The determination of whether to accept the re-referral for the new school year
isaunilateral decison to be made by Missouri School for the Deef or
Missouri School for the Blind and is not appedable. Upon rgjection of there-
referral, ahome digtrict is responsible for provision of afree gppropriate
public education.

5) At least once every three (3) years, the locd digtrict shdl submit a
reevauation of the sudent congstent with the evaluation criteria described
above.

6) The Missouri School for the Deaf or Missouri School for the Blind shdl mail a
Letter of Notification to the Parent or Guardian and Loca School Didtrict of
every student enrolled in the previous year who is expected to return and who
has been referred by the loca school didtrict.
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